
Another update from OSASF!

Howdy Y'all:
 
The lockdown continues but now there is a re-opening plan. The important part is outdoor ranges
can re-open Saturday (May 22) with a 5 person limit. Other outdoor activities are included, but
who cares about that stuff?

If we're all good, we go to Step 1 of the plan on June 14 - outdoor limits increase to 10. My read is
that matches would still be cancelled, but there could be members only shoots as long as no more
than 10 people are involved. On July 5 we go to Step 2, and outdoor limits increase to 25 and
matches can restart. Indoor ranges can re-open, with limits yet to be posted. If you're fussy, you
can also get a haircut then.

As usual, the matches will be posted on the web site - maybe they'll stop saying cancelled pretty
soon. 

Rule Review 

The 170° Rule

The 170° rule, by definition, does not always apply to or from or at the loading or unloading
tables.  This is due to the wide variations in range and stage setups.  It does apply on some
ranges if the loading and unloading tables are on a common firing line with the stage itself.

What is the 170° rule?

The 170° rule means the muzzle of all firearms must always be straight down range, plus or
minus 85° in all directions.  Muzzle direction and muzzle control are critical before, during and
after shooting a stage.  The 170° rule is the backbone of safe firearm handling,

Points to note:

A muzzle must not be allowed to sweep any other participant at any time.
Long guns shall have their actions open with chambers and magazines empty and muzzles
pointed in a safe direction when transported at a match, such as in a gun cart.
A holstered revolver (loaded or empty) with the hammer fully down on an empty chamber
or expended case is considered safe and may not be interpreted as sweeping another
shooter or breaking the 170° while safely secured in the holster.  NOTE: The shooter must
be given the ability to draw and holster revolvers from legal holsters without penalty.  A
further exception is given when retrieving and returning vertically staged double barrel
shotguns without penalty.  SHB P.17
Failure to manage safe muzzle direction or breaking the 170° is a stage disqualification
and for a second offense, a match disqualification. 

“Muzzle up, please move to the unloading table” Should be stated at the end of the stage to
guide the shooter.  Often the competitor is thinking of how the stage went or just stops thinking.

“Range clear” is given only after the shooter has completed their run, the revolvers are
holstered, the long guns are picked up and pointed in a safe direction with the actions open and
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the shooter is on the way to the unloading table.  It is only then safe to pick up brass, reset targets
and prepare for the next shooter.  ROI p.41

In the Shooters Handbook, page 16 it states that the muzzles of all long guns must be maintained
in a safe direction at all times (generally up and slightly downrange).  The problems seem to come
from the “slightly downrange”.  This reference generally applies during the stage engagement. 
While a muzzle straight up at 180° while shooting the stage would be a stage DQ, having your
muzzles at 180° from the loading table to the line and from the line to the unloading table usually
makes the most sense.  Remember, the most important thing is to not sweep anyone else or even
come close to doing so.  For example, while not desirable, it can happen that someone is
between the shooter and the line while they are walking from the unloading table.  Brass pickers
could be on the line while the shooter is still walking to the unloading table.

You can get my latest covid updates here.

The classifieds are still active in spite of the lack of matches - that's a good sign. 

You can help fight the gun ban by supporting advocacy groups such as The Gun Blog The
Canadian Shooting Sports Association, The Canadian Coalition for Firearms Rights or the
National Firearms Association (among others). If you want to donate to any of the legal
proceedings fighting the bans, there is info here.

Next Matches: Covid lockdown - not until June at the earliest - stay tuned!

Details are on the OSASF Website
Contact us here
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