
Another update from OSASF!

Howdy Y'all:
 
The lockdown continues and now it's been extended until June 2.

All the match cancellations are on the web site, but the latest victims includes the Annual Guelph
Western, originally scheduled for May 24, the match next Saturday at Grenville, Ottawa's match
on May 29, and Owen Sound's initial match of the year planned for May 30.

Here's an interesting read - the report of the Royal Commission set up in New Zealand to examine
the 2019 terrorist attack. That attack led to the banning of "assault weapons" in New Zealand,
and, not to be outdone, was copied by our government last year. The ban was done before the
report was completed of course, and, surprise, surprise, the report finds no justification for the gun
ban.  

Rule Review (this is a long one)

DECOCKING A FIREARM

Today we are going to talk about getting yourself out of a problem with the least penalties and
time by knowing the rules.
If you find that you have cocked a firearm at the wrong place or time, the most important thing to
remember is that you never want to decock a gun except with the permission and under the
supervision of the RO. Otherwise you have earned a Stage DQ.

There are different issues depending on when this takes place and which gun you are using.

When

Is the gun cocked before or after the first shot has gone down range?  An example before the first
round down range: at the buzzer, the shooter draws and cocks their pistol when they are
supposed to shoot their rifle first.  The shooter can stop, and the RO should stop them, if possible,
at that time.  Since a round has not gone down range, they can, with permission and under the
direction of the RO, decock and re-index, then holster their pistol and restart the stage. 

If a firearm is cocked at the wrong time or place after the first round has gone down range, then
what the shooter should do will be different for each firearm.

Pistol

Rules: 1. Once a revolver is cocked, a round must be expended.
 2. Revolvers are considered SAFE for movement (in hand, while holstering, or while moving
through a stage) and SAFE to leave the shooter’s hand in the following conditions ONLY:
- Hammer fully down on an empty chamber.
- Hammer fully down on an expended round.  A revolver may not be originally staged in this
condition but may be restaged in this condition.
 
Therefore, the shooter has two options.  If they can safely engage the pistol targets from the
position they are in, then doing so is the simplest and fastest thing to do.  They will earn a
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Procedural but realistically you might as well accept that you will earn a P the minute you cock at
the wrong time and place.  You are now just trying to minimize the time and avoiding another
penalty.  If you cannot safely engage the pistol targets either because of an unsafe angle or you
cannot see them from your position, you must discharge the round under the hammer safely into
the berm and then either move to where you can shoot the pistol targets or re-holster and use the
firearm required at that position.  Remember, when you do shoot the pistol, that you can reload to
make up for the discharged round to avoid double jeopardy.  This is the only time that you can
reload the pistol to make up for a fired round.  (Shooters Handbook, page 16)
 
Rifle
 
Rule: A rifle is considered SAFE to leave the shooter’s hands in the following condition(s) only
(some conditions may be corrected before firing the next firearm):
- Empty.
- Hammer fully down on an empty chamber or spent round, action closed (restaged
for further use).
A rifle is considered SAFE for movement (in hand, while moving through a stage) in the
following condition only:
- Hammer fully down on an empty chamber or expended round, action closed.
- Action open, round on carrier or in chamber.
 
If you have cocked the rifle at the wrong place, if the action is open with a round on the carrier you
can just move to the correct position and carry on.  If the action is closed, you can open the action
to clear the round in the chamber and then move, engage the targets and reload one round to
make up for the cleared round.  If you have cocked it at the wrong time, you can either engage the
rifle targets if it can be done in safety and take the P, or discharge a round into the berm and lay
the rifle down with the action closed and hammer down on an empty round, use the correct
firearm and then pick up and use the rifle with the option to reload the expended round as per the
rule on page 16.
 
Shotgun
 
Rule: A shotgun is considered SAFE to leave the shooter’s hands in the following condition only
(some conditions may be corrected before firing the next firearm):
- Empty.
A shotgun is considered SAFE for movement (in hand, while moving through a stage) in the
following conditions only:
- Action open, round in chamber or on carrier.
- Hammer(s) fully down on an empty chamber(s) or expended round(s), action closed.
 
Finally, we come to something a little simpler!  If the shotgun is loaded at the wrong place, all you
have to do is open it and move.  If it is loaded at the wrong time, you must empty it of all rounds
and then place it down open, use the other firearm and then return and load the shotgun again. 
 
As an RO, remember your duties are to SAFELY ASSIST the shoot through the course of fire. 
You need to be prepared to verbally help them if they cock a firearm at the wrong time or place.  It
is especially important to be on your game if this happens before the first round has gone down
range to ensure they stop, they don’t put the gun down and they do not decock until under your
direction.

You can get my latest covid updates here.

The classifieds are still active in spite of the lack of matches - that's a good sign. 

You can help fight the gun ban by supporting advocacy groups such as The Gun Blog The
Canadian Shooting Sports Association, The Canadian Coalition for Firearms Rights or the
National Firearms Association (among others). If you want to donate to any of the legal
proceedings fighting the bans, there is info here.

Next Matches: Covid lockdown - not until June at the earliest - stay tuned!
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Details are on the OSASF Website
Contact us here
 

OSASF Headquarters
Smoke Signal Division
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